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A 
Prain and Eacrts WAY, 
FOR THE 


Speedy Kaifmng of Money, 
TO SUPPLY 
Their Majeſties Preſent Occaſions : 


Which will alfo, 


Very much tend to the Advancing the : 
Value of LANDS. 


Humbly tender d to the Conſideration of the 
High Court of Parhament, ow Aſſembled. 
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H E Deſign here offered, is concerning 

a Rate, or Tax, that may be Levied 

now at this time (when there is ſo great 
occation as the Maintaining and Defending our 
Religion, our Lives, our Liberties, our Peace, 
and the Peace of Chriſtendom) upon Money pur 
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out to Intereſt, according to the proportion of 
Forty Siillings for every Hundred Pounds: And 
upon the profit that is made by Infuring, and 
alſo by Moaey put forth upon Adventure, and 
Botromre, a t{ird part of ſuch profits to be for 
Their Majeſties Supply, and this Rite to con- 
tinue for one Year, or as long as the Land- Fax 
ihall Jali, and no longer, 

nd turther, to ſhew that ſach a Courſe is 
not lnpracticable, but very caſte, herc 1s a plain 
Method . preſcribed how this may be <td 5 
and alſo, here is adjoyned an anſwer to fome 
of the main Ohbj:Ctions that may poſſibly be 
brought, or urged againſt 1t. 
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SECTION, Hl. 


irſt, of a Rate or Tax, upon Money put out 
n to Intereſt, according to the proportion aboye- 
mentioned, that is, Of F orty Shillings for every 
hundred pounds. 


It 1s very Juſt and Equal, that thoſs: who are 
Friends to the true Religion Eſftabliſh'd amongtt 
us, and by the miraculous Providence of God 
continued to us, and who do wiſh and deſire the 
Safety and Happine {s of the Nation, That they 
"all) ſhould, as tacy are Capable, Yield t their Aid 
to the Preſervation of the ſame, ſince they are all 

Intereſted 
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Intereſted therein 3 and therefore eſpecially, at 
ſach a time when the Common Enemy bends his 

Might and Force againſt us, that he might, if it 

were poilible, Vanquith our Religion, and Ruine 

our State. Thote who are beit able to afford us 

Help, ſhould not excule xhemlclves from Contri- ; 
buting their Aſſiſtance, when fo ncedtul, and fo 

much required. 


2. We may well be excited hereunto, by the 
excellent Example His Sacred Majelty hath given 
us (for whom we ought ever to ble{s and praiſe 
the Lord, and to pray for his Safety and Prefer- 
vation, and his long and happy Reign over us) 
hath he not, (tor the Defence of the true Reform. 
ed Religion, and the Preſervation of thoſe King- 
doas) expoſed His Royal Perſon to the greateſt 
Dangers both by Land and Sea, fo that it was by 
the wonderful Providence of God he has been 
delivered from ſo many dangers of Death 2 And 
have not Their Majzſties allo largely Contribu- 
ted, our of their own Revenue, for the carrying 


- 


on this Neccllary War they were engaged in 2 


3. It 1s alio to the great Joy of the whole Na- 


up 
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-up this Zeal in them, and hath given them this 
largeneſs of Heart, and who knoweth whether 
Almighty God, who doth always prepare ſuitable 
perſons and means, when he hath ſome great Work 
in hand, hath not, by his eſpecial Providence, cal- 
ied and aſſembled them for this Time. _ 


4. His Majeſty, in his Gracious Speech hereto- 
fore to both Houſes of Parliament, 1s pleaſed to 
take notice of the admirable Demeanour of his 
Souldiers in Jrelazd, who endured the greateſt 
Fatigues, though they had but ſmall Proviſion, 
God Almighty upholding their Courage, and 
{trengthning them even beyond what they were 
able, to carry on that great Work which he 
would have done, and we have lately known 
the great and wonderful progreſs they have fince, 
by the blcfling of God, made there; fo that the 
whole Kingdom is happily reduced to Their Ma- 
zeſties Obedience, and is now reſtored to a quiet 
and peaceable State. - Their Enemics are driven 
out of all their ſtrong Holds, none being left to 
diſturb, or make them afraid, fo that it is hoped, 
by that Peace and Security which they now enjoy, 
they may, in a little time, recover their former 
Plenty and Riches. 


Now, ſurely, Their Majcſties Arms having been 
ſo proſperous in /relard, may be a good encourage- 
ment for us, readily to yield our beſt aſliſtance — 

this 
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this Neceflary War with France ; and as His Ma- 
jelty expreſles himſelt in his late Gracious Specch, 
This Succeſs we may well look upon as an earneſt of 
future Succeſſes, and that there is an opportunity put 
into our Hands, which if negleGed, we may not hope 
to ſee again, not only to Eſtabliſh the future Ynuiet 
of theſe Kinzdoms, but the Peace and Securit; of 
all F,urope. 

And are not ſuch Inexcuſable, who ſhall endea- 
vour (now at this time) wholly to withdraw their 
help, and ſo ſhift themſelves off, when they are 
capable to give as great Aſſiltance as any other £ 


5. It 15to be obſerved, that many who have very 
conſiderable Yearly Incomes, by their Intereſt Mo- 
ney, have, upon that account, felt little or nothing 
of the late Taxes which have been raiſed for the 
Neceſſary Defence, and Security of the Kingdom, 
and yet they, as well as others, have reaped the 
benetit of the publick Peace and Safety. 


6. We cannot but know, that the ordinary and 
meaner ſort of People, are apt ro be much diflatis- 
fied, if they ſhould Labour under extraordinary 
Difficulties, to ſupport and maintain their Families, 
and therefore it is requiſite, care ſhould be taken 
ro prevent their complaints, and this may be by 
inch a way and method, which will (in great mea- 
{re ) eaſe them of the Burthen of Taxes, and lay 
it on thoſe who are more capable to bearit, And 
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to this purpoſe, we ought eſpecially to call to mind, 

and particularly, remember His Majzlties ready 

aſſent to the Giſcharge of the Chimney-Money, to 

confiderable a Branch of the Revenue, whereby 

the Poor, and thoſe uncapable of paying Contribu- 

tion were Disburthened, and Endear'd to Ttcir 
 » Majeſties Intereſt. 


7. The payments of late have fallen heavily up- 
on Lands, here is a courſe that they be caſed of a 
great part of the Tax, and by this means it 15 pro- 
bable that Lands may come to be advanced to an 
higher Price and Valne than at preſent they {tang 
at, 


3. There cannot be a Tax Levied in a mcre 
Equal and Juſt proportion, and with leſs Grievan- 
ces, to any particular perſons that may be concern- 
ed herein, than this ; here are not the like Incon- 
veniences as may be tound in other Rates and Taxes, 


For if a Man have an Eſtate in Lands, or Hou- 
{es, and have no Tenant in them, though he doth 
not receive the like profits now, as they formerly 
were wont to yield, for we know it 1s an uſual 
complaint of many, that have their Eſtates left up- 
on their hands, that they can make but little or 
nothing of them, To be ſure, Houſes that are void 
of Tenants can yield no benefit to the O:yner, but 


- are acertain Charge and Burthen, yet notwihſtand- 
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ing. the Rates and Taxes are, and muſt be p31d for 
the ſame, and according to the wonted propor- 
tion, without any abatement. 


But the caſe is very different here, for, firſt, Mo- 
\ncy doth ſeldom rett long as a Drug1r: the hands of 
the Uſurer. Again, if it ſhould lye idle with him, 
and be not lent out, it 1s not (by this Rate) charged 
with any payments, but only that, which 15 put 
forth upon Intereſt, and does actually bring in 
profit and advantage, 1s hereby liable to be 
T axed. 


9. Laſtly, It is not to be imagined, but thoſe 
very perſons who have Money at Intereſt, will be 
pleaſed to pay this Tax of Forty Shillings tor 
every Hundred pounds for this Year, to ſerve Their 
Majeſties, rather than that the Uſe of Money 
ſhould be brought down, for ever, to four pounds 
per Cent, which will doubtleis fall heavy upon ma- 
ny Orphans and Widdews, and yet, perhaps, 
will hardly be avoided, becauſe, unqueſtionably, 
ſome ſuck abatement will otherwiſe be thought 
expedient to keep up the Price and Value of 
Lards, . for © cannot be, but they muſt of ne- 
ceſlity fall very much, if the whole Burthen of 
Rates and Taxes ſhould continue to be laid upon 
them, as hitherto it has been ; for who, that hath 
Money by him, will have a mind to be con- 
cern'd with Land which is liable to ſo many Ire 

B cumbrances _ 
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eumbrances and Charges, when he can better dif- 
poſe of it, and more to his Advantage, withont 
being ſubjclt to pay any Rates or Taxes, or tv / 
be troubled with ap ſuch Caſuil Expences or Charges 
whatſoever, ; 
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SECTION, Ul. 


Ere follows an Anſwer 10 ſome of the great- 
«lt (ſeeming) Difticultics which are commonly 
urged againſt this way. 


Firſe, Tt is ſaid that few or none will diſcover 
what Sums they have put forth to Intereſt, and 
therefore no great matter can be raiſed by this 
Method. 


Anſw, Tt 1s pity if any amongſt us ſhould be of 
{uch an evil and covetous Mind and Temper ; to 
be ſure none that are true Friends to the Pab- 
lick, or that wiſely do conſult their own parti- 
cular Intereſt (which is Involved in the Publick) 
vill be Fat this time, and upon this great occaſion, ) 
_2awilty of any ſach Fraud and Untfaithfulneſs, to 
!hift themſelves off from a Tax ſo Neceſlary, and 
yet ſo very Eaſie and Reaſonable, 

The fad and diſmal Fate which betided the 
Wealthy, but Wrerched Citizens of Conffantinople, 
in the time of Conſtantine, the laſt Chriſtian Em- 

perour 
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thoſe Mcn were prodiztouſſy Rich, yet were 


that v hen they were in the greateſt Danger to be 
overcoize by the Barbazous 7;:rks, they then des 
nied, ard refuſed to grant the Empernur any fit- 
ting and neceſlary Supply, though they were 
often call'd upon for it, which had they done in 
time,athey might eaſily have preſerved themſclves 
and their City from being Ruin'd, but they, like 
the unprotitable Servant that is condemn'd in the 
Goſpe], Digged in the Ground, and hid away 
their vaſt Treaſures, and ſo at laſt the cruel Ene- 
my prevail'd, and their City, and Riches, and 
Lives, and all were loſt, through their Cove- 
toulſnels, 


2. Though there may be.ſume perſons of ſuch 
an evil Inclination, yet, without queſtion, {ome 
good courſe may be taken to keep them from any 
ſhifts and deceits of this kind. 

Therefore, what if there were ſome ſuch provi- 
ſion made in the Act, That all who have Money 
out upon Ulury, thould be required ro declare to 
the Aſlcflors or Raters, in their Pariſh, how much 
they have forth upon Intereſt, and that they ſhould 
be capable to recover no more than they declare 
and make mention of, and if they ſhall conceal 
any, that it may be forfeited, one halt to go to 
Their Majeſttes, and the other to the Informer. 
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This courſe may poſſibly caufe a full diſcovery, 
and bring in a truce acccunt of their Money, for 
we may well fappoſe they will be Ioth to diflem- 
ble.or to deny either all. or any part; when (hereby) 
they ſhall run fo great + Hazard. 

And yet furtter, to prevent any Fraud- or un- 
due Dealiag berein, what 1t there were ſome ſuch 
Order made, Thar v hoever hath Money out at 
Intereſt, iſno'::1d be obliged to give a particular 
account of evety ſuch Debt, and Mortgage that 
he hath; and that there be a Liſt or Regilter 
thereof, Subſcribed by every Creditor, betore the 
Commiſſioners, at the time of their Sitting. Or 
that every Bond or Mortgage, which he doth not 
then mention, or diſcover, thall be forteited, one 
half co Their Majcſtiss, and the other halt to the 
informer 3 and that there be a Record hereof kept 
in every County-Court, where the Creditor lives, 
or in other convenient places, fo that perſons may 
have' recourſe to 1t- when they ſhall have occaſion 
to ſee and peruſe the ſame. In like manner as it 
was ordered in the Af of Parliament, which re: 
quired thoſe that were in Office to take the Oatis 
of Allegiance and Supremacy, and to receive the 
Sacrament, and' to declare againſt Tranſubitan- 


tiation 3 that there ſhould be a Regiſter kept of 


the ſame-in every County-Court, &*, 


Us. But here poſitbly it may be ſaid, that ma 
2y. very. conficerable 'Traderz- depend much upon 
_ Borrowing 
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Borrowing of Money, and if all they owe be 
publickly known, their Credit would ſpeedily be 
loſt, ard thoſe to whom they are Indebted would 
foon furioully, (like a mighty Tempeſt,) come upon 
them,andſo they muſt be utterly undone,and broken 
to pieces 3 Whence this may prove a great lett and 
hind';ance to Trading. 


Anſw. Firſt, This can effect but ſome particular 
perſons, the generallity of Traders cannot be pre- 
ſumed to be prejudiced by ſuch a diſcovery, who 
tis evident, are 1n better Circumſtances, and of 
greater Sufficiency. 


2. Again, though it may be concealed for a 
while, how Inſufficient thoſe men are who de- 
pend wholly upon Borrowing of Money, yet this 
cannot ' be hid always, but commonly it is ſecn, 
that in a (ſnort time this thing comes to be noto- 
riouſly known whea too late 3 it then breaks 
torth like a ſudden grievous burning, to the great 
loſs of thoſe that too far truſted them, 


3. Furthermore, admitting that ſuch perſons 
whoſe Inabilities will come to be manifeſted, ſhall 
not be able to go on with ſo great buſineſs as 
they did, yet this will not be to the hindrance and 
ctiening ot Trade in the general, for if it be a 
Trade or Employment, that brings in any confide- 
rable profit, it will not fall to the ground, bur 
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will, undoubtedly, be taken up by uihers wao are 
better able to manage it. 


4. But however, for the preſent, there is provi- 
fion made to ſecure thoſe perſons from uttering 
by their Creditors, calling in their Morey, during 
the time of this Tax, as may be ſecn in the anſwer 
' to the next ovjection in Section 4. 
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SECTION, IV. 


ND as to the future, this diſcovery will be 
found not to be to the prejudice, but will 
rather prove to be exceedingly to the benefit and 
advantage of the Nation, 


For, firſt, ſuppoſe the perſons that would borrow 
Money, are already fo deeply involved in Debr, 
as that they are by no means able to get them- 
{{;lves free, or pay the ſame, which is often known 
when it is roo late. Willit not be for the pub. 
lick benefit that this thing be timely diſcloſed, and 
made to appear, whereby others who might elſe 
probably be enſnared by them, and come to great 
loſs, may be better adviſed of the danger, and 
fo eſcape being Shrpwrack'd by them # 

Or, ſuppoſe a Man who hath already Mortgaged 
or Engaged his Eſtate, which is kept ſecret (as 
the manner is uſual in ſuch like caſes) ſhould at- 
tempt 
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tempt to take up Money upon the fame, pretenc. is 
that it is free from any Mortgage or Incumbraiice, 
when intruth it is not, as ſuch practices nave bien 
often ſeen, 1s not this rather for the publick peace 
and good of the Nation, that ſuch undue methods 
and proceedings ſhould be openly ſc: out, and 
made publickly to appear, that fo all theſe great 
miſchiets, that are commonly cauſed by ſuch kind 
of Ungodly and Fraudulent praQtices, may be {ca 
ſonably hinder'd and preventcd ? 

On the other ſide, to ſhew that this aiſcovery 
will not be a hindrance, but a great furthcrance 
and promoting of Trade. 

Let us ſuppoſe a man, that 1s a Trading man, 
hath occaſion tor money, as it doth often happen, 
that he who carries on a conſiderable Trade, al- 
though he is in a good eſtate and condition, may 
yet ſometimes be forced to take up money to ſup- 
ply his preſent extraordinary occaſions. 

Now albeit it muſt be known, by this method and 
diſcovery, how much he is Indebted, yet ſeeing, at 
the ſame time, it may appear, as by this means it 
certainly will, that he 18a man of ſufficiency, and that 
his Goods or Eſtate, is more than enough to anſwer. 
all that he oweth. 

Such a-man cannot fail to take up what money 
he may need for the ſupporting his Trade, ſeeing 
he that gives him Credit may be aſſured that he 
ſhall be ſafe, and that he goes upon good grounds, 


And. 
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And ſo alſo, if aman —_ take up money uv 
on his Eitate, when it may be certainly known a 
his Eſtate is free,and not Mortgaged betore,as by this 
means 1t will evidently appear, he cannot mils to Le ' 
furniſhed with what Sum he may have occaſion for. 

To this purpoſe, we have an excellent inſtance 
11 the Mannor of Taunton: Dear: Who ever has an 
Eſtate there, may be ſure, at any time, to take up 
what money he needs upon his Eſtate, and there 15 
none that hath money by him, but is willing to lend 
1t upon ſo good ſecurity, becaule all Mortgages are 
Regiltred there, and no other Mortgages a:c good 
but what are Regiſtred ; ſo that they who thus truſt 
out their money, are ſure hot to be defrauded or 
enſnared, and doubtleſs, it would be an unſpeakable 
benefit to the Kingdom, if ſome ſuch like coule were 
Enacted to be oblerved generally in all places. 

Laſtly, which is an argument that ought to be ot 
great moment With us, fuch a courſe will undoubt. 
edly be highly pleafing and acceptable to Almighty 
God, and we may reatonably hope, by this means, 
he will be more eſpecially inclin'd to dirc and blefs 
the proceedings of this Parliament, now aſſemble, 


and ſo to make them,C(as undoubtedly he has deſi ign'd 


them,) to be a blefhing to the whole Nation, it in 
their Wiſdom they ſhall contrive ſome good and ef- 
f:ual way and courſe, fo well to ſecure Truth and 
Jultice amongſt us, as to inforce men to be honeſt 
and fair in their Dealings; and particularly, in theſe 


caſes, where there are ſo many lamentable and ſhame. 


ful 
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ful Cheats and abuſes commonly pradtiſed, w hich 
may happily bz prevented by ſome ſuch metho9 
as ta bov<-mentioned, . 

Almighty God is a God of Truth,and as he will be 
W orſhipped in Fruth and Faithfulneſs, and doth wi- 
terly abhor all Diſlembling aad Hypocrifie, in mat- 

ers of Religion, ſo he doth ſtrialy require we 
ſhould carctully and conſcientiouſly, obferve per- 
fet Uprightneis and Integrity towards our Neigh- 
bour, an4 keep our Hearts and Hands from all man- 
ner of Fraud and Injultice in our Dealings, and 
walk in ſimplicity and godly Sincerity. 

But if it may be thought inexpedient to declare or 
publiſh the Name of the Debtor, that then, however, 
there ſhould be particularly expreſt,the Sum mentions 
ed in each Bond, and the date of the Bond, and the 
place of the firſt or principal Debtor ; or atleaſt, of 
the Town or City, or County, where (uch Debtor is 
ſaid in the Bund tolive, or have his abode. And 
as was above directed, that there be a Liſt, or Re- 


giſter hereof, ſubſcribed by every Creditor before 


the Commiſſioners, at the time of their ſitting 5 that 
there be the ſame penalty for their neglect therein, 
namely, That every ſuch Bond that isnot thus parti- 
cularly ſet down by the Creditor, ſhould be forfeit- 
ed half to Their Majcſties, and half to the In- 
former. 

That there be a Record of ſuch Subſcriptions kept 
in every County-Court, in the ſame manner as was 
advisd above, for it is certainly neceſſary, that the 

C Creuitors 


(18 ) 


Creditors be oblig'd to give a particular account of 
what Bonds are made to tliem, and that they be all 
Regiltred and Recorded, or it will be 1mpoſlible 
"duly to Levy, or Colle& any Rates for the ſame. 

Now {uch a diſcovery will no: make known who are 
the perſons Indebted,and therefore cannot be to their 
prejudice, and yet may polſiibly be ſuffictent to oblige 
every Creditor to dea] truly and faithfully hercin 5 
for he may not reaſonably think himſelt ſecure,ſhould 
he do otherwiſe, becauſe the damage and forteiture 
will beſo heavy, ſhould it be found our, and there 
being no likelihood now that he ſhould eſcape un- 
diſcovered. For there is no one Bond thar he can 
poiltbly have, but it muſt be preſum'd ſeveral others 
are, and muſt be neccflarily acquainted with it, as, 
namely, The Debtor and the Sureties, wio are par- 
ties concern'd and engaged, and therefore cannot 
well be igcorant thereof. Beſides, the Witneſſes may 
poſſibly remember it, and ſome others way alſo 
know the ſame, ſo that if it be no: ſet down upon the 
Liſt or Record, but ſhould be hid and concealed, 
how eaſily, by this means, may it be diſcerned and 
tound out. 

Neither may ſuch a courſe as this, which diſcovers 
what moneys any perſon hath out upon Intereſt be 
reckoned to b-. to the prejudice of the Creditor, for 
hereby it will, indeed, be known who are the Rich 
Vioneyv'd men, which is not accounted a diigrace 5: 
hindetunce :0 atv, but may rather be for their ad- 
vanteys and prof, by helping them the ſooner to 

put 
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put out what Moneys they may have [z ing idle in 
their hands, being a means to direct, and bring 
Cuſtomers to them, which it may be, otherwilc, 
would not have heard of them, 

This very diſcovery alſo cannot (in reaſon) be 
thought other than for the Publick benefit and re- 
putation of the Kingdom; tor as the laying open, 
and making known the nakednets and weaknels of 
the Land, is highly pernicious to the State, becauſe 
It may Cciſhearten the people, and give great encou- 
ragement and advantage to the Enemy, ſo, on the 
contrary, ſuch new diſcoveries of the vaſt Riches 
and Strength of the Nation, which before was un- 
known, or unbelieved, will mightily animate, and 
raiſe the Spirits of our own people, and as confidera- 


bly diſhearten our Adverſaries. When it ſhall be 


openly ſeen, which before was ſcarcely imagined or 


thought on, how well ſtored and furniſhed the King- 


dom ts, to ſupport this preſent War, this will invite 
our own people the more readily and chearfully to 
Inliſt themſelves, and to engage on it,and to proceed 
wita the greater Reſolution and Courage in carrying 
it on. And on the other fide, this will render us fo 
formidable to our Enemies, as muſt, undoubtedly, 


 muchleflen their Pride and Confidence, and in all 


likelihood induce them the ſooner to wiſh, and ſue for 
a Peace. 
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SECTION, V. 


OL. Gain it may be ſaid, that this way can ne- 

ver do any good tor the Creditors(then) 
w*ll be ca:;1ng in of tlew Money, and then inſtead 
of 3ny benefit or advantage tothe Publick, there will 
be notting but Contuſton and Complaints all over 
the Nation, by reaion of the poor Debtors who will 
be brought into trouble by this means. 

Anſw, Firſt, Hereby it will appear what manner 
of Fricnds theſe are to the Publick, that ſhall, to hin- 
der this reaſonable and neceſlary Supply, when there 
1s ſo great occaſion tor it, attempt to cauſe diſtur- 
bances and troubles in the Land at this time. 

2: But beſides, this may. very well be prevented; 
what therefore it the Parliament may EnaCt, That 
whoſoever ſhall for this year, or durivg the tine this 
Tax ſhall laſt, ſue for, and recover his money, or 
any part of it, that is.out at Intereſt, at the time 
' whenthis Ac comes forth, ſhall pay for every hun- 
dred pounds, ſo recovered, ten pounds 3 and fo ac- 
cordingly to that proportion, ſix pounds thereof to 
20 to Their Majeſties, and four pounds to the Inform- 
er This Damage may poſlibly reſtrain them, 
when we cannot wholly ouſt on their good Nature. 

But it may be objected this ſeems very harſh, May not 
2man have Liberty to do with his own as he pleaſes. 

Anſw. No man hath power over what 1s his own, 
atherwiſe then as it is confiſtent with the Publick 
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Peace and Safety oi the Kingdom, tor no man ought 
to reckon he is born for himſelt alone. 

If any perſon hath a piece of Ground, though it be 
his own, jet is it not reaſonable he ſhould keepit to 
his particular and private uſe, when it would hereby 
obſtruE the necetlary tortiftying of the City, which 
at that ſeaſon may be in great danger 3 or, indeed, 
at any other time, if it may hinder ſome great good 
and benefit to the Commonwealth. 

3. O0lj. Some may fay, this ſeems to be a hard caſe 
that men muſt pay tor their Money that is out at Inte- 
rcſt, when they know not whether they may ever be 
able to get 1t in again, for many times the whole 
Debt, or a great part of it, 1s loſt, the Debtor nor 
being ſolvent, or able to pay. 

Anſw. Firſt, The ſame may be urged concerning 
Lands, whocan tell whether the Landlord ſhall re- 
ceive his Rents? Isit not often known, that ſome Te- 
nants may be behind hand for conſiderable Sums 
and fail at laſt? Generally Uſurers are the warieſt 
ſort of men, and are as careful commonly as 'tis poſlt- 
ble, how they truſt out their Money, and for the moft 
part have good and ſufficient Security to prevent any 
ſuch danger, ſo that it is likely, as many or more loſles 
are ſuſtained by Landlords, than by thoſe that have 
their. Money out at Intereſt, and yet the Land is not 
excuſed from Taxes. 

No more 1s it reaſonable, that Money out at Inte- 
reſt thould be excuſed, upon any vain and frivotous 
pretence of ſome poſthible hazard or danger, efpeciat. 


ly. 


% 
* 3 
(23 } 


ly coniidering tne Rate is ſo low ; but Forty Shil- 
licgs for a hundred pounds, and that Eut for a little 
time, and uponſo great occaſion. 

2, Beſides, if there may be any real danger that 
the Creditor may loſe his Money that 1s pur forth 
to Intereſt, or any part of it, what if there were 
ſome fuch courſe thought on, namely, That he ſhould 
g0 to the Commiſtioners when they fit, and certifie 
what Debts are owing to him, which he looks up> 
= as bad Debts, and mention from whom fſnch are 

ue. 
- And then that the Commiſhoners do order every 
iuch Debtor ſo expreſsd, to pay this Rate in the . 
Pariſh where he lives, and that the Creditor do abate 
and allow fo much when he receives his Money of 
the Debtor, or the Intereſt. 

4 Obj. Another thing may be objefted, A man 
hath money out upon a Mortgage which he is now 
polleſs'd of, it ſeems to be very unreaſonable that 
this Rate ſhould be then paid, when the Land, which 
is indeed his Money, pays Rates and Taxes at the 
ſame time 3 this ſeems to require a double payment 
for the ſame Money. 

Anſw. The Mortgage is the Security that is given 
to the Creditor, and the Creditor, when he enters 
upon it, 1s to give account for the main profits 
which he receives of it, to the Debtor, and abate» 
ments muſt be made for all Rates and Taxes which 
g00ut of it, and the Debtor, whoſe the Eſtate is, 
mult allow the ſame 3 but the Intereſt money, that 
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belongs to the Creditor and he, ovug/it not to be cx- 
cuſcd from this his own Rate, becauſt: he di«burterh 
for the Rateor Tax, due from the Eſtate whicn be- 
longeth properly to the Debtor. Nor 1s this to be 
accounted hard meaſure, for the Land which 1s 
Mortgaged is commonly of a much higher value than 
the money that islent upon it 5 ſo that the Crediror 
will be no loſer hereby, and therefore has no Juſt 
cauſe of Complaint. 

To conclude this Rating of Money that 1s put out 
to Intereſt, according to this proportion, Of Forty 
Shillings for every Hundred pounds for this one 
year, is a very eafie and reaſonable way, and will 
be found to be of unſpeakable ben<tit and advan- 
tage to Their Majeſties, and to the whole Kingdom 
and by what hath been faid, it may appear that 
thoſe diffcultic:, which at firit fſeem'd to be great, 
are not inſuperable, if the prejudices of ſome men 
are not fo, aiid no queſtion but the Wiſdom of this 
Parliament, may find out ſuch expedients as may 
make this deſign not only practicable, but facile, and 
make thoſe good proviſions, as ſhall be able to pre- 
vent and bar all poſſible ſhiftings and fraud therein, 


— 


Of 2 Rate upon Money gotten by Inſurance, and b; 
Adventure, or Bottomre. 


Here hath been great profit made by Inſuring, 

and alſo by Money put out upon Adventure, 

Dr Buttomre, ſo that there has been conſiderable 
Eſtares 
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Eſtates gotten by theſe means ; and it is probable, 
the advantage ariſing hence, was never higher than 
now, for thoſe who are Traders at Sea, apprehend- 
ing the dangers to be more than ordinary, by rea- 
ſon of the many Enemies that are abroad, will un- 
doubtedly be willing to give ſomewhat 1nore than 
they were accuſtomed todo to be ſecured. 

And alſo, becauſe they may reaſonably conclude, 
if the Ship wherein they are concern'd come fate, the 
Voyage, in theſe troubleſome and dangerous times, 
will turn to better account than uſually heretofore, 
and ſo they may well afford to pay ſomewhat the 
more to be lnſured, and kept ſafe. 

But yet not oneof thoſe, who have made ſo great 
advantage upon theſe accounts, and by ſuch means, 
hath hitherto (in theleaſt) contributed to bear the 
burden of theſe many great Rates and Taxes which 
have been Levied, and which yet were no other 
than neceſſary, by reaſon of the vaſt Expences the 
Nation hath been at ſince this War 3; a great part 
whereof hath gone for the ſetting forth, and main- 
taining the Fleet, although (which 1s worthy to, be 
confider'd) Thoſe that are Inſurers, or that put out 
Money upon Adventure, or Bottomre, be more im- 
mediately advantaged and concern'd, that we have 
Ships of Warabroad for Convoys, and to ſecure the 
Seas, than they who have Eſtates only in Lands or 
Houſes ; yet theſe laſt have born the greateſt weight 
of all thoſe Taxes and Charges that have been, and 
the other hath been wholly exempt hitherto. 

It 
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It ſeems highly reaſonable that they ſhould now 
be minded of their Duty, and be obliged to contri- 
bute ſomething as well as their Neighbours, at ſuch 
a tine as this 1s, when it is ſo neceſlary every one 
{hould be helpful and aſſiſting. 

Whar therefore if the Wiſdom of the Parliament 
be pleaſed to appoint a third part of the profit, 
which ariſeth by theſe means, to be paid in by this 
Tax to Their Majeſties, for this one year, now 
there is ſuch extraordinary occaſion for money to 
carry on this neceflary, but moſt expenſive War 2 

As ſuppoſe fix pounds to be gotten by Infy- 
rance, then the Rate to be Forty Shillings z or 
eighteen poundsto be made by Bottomre, then fix 
pounds 3 and fo according to this proportion, 
which is agreeableto the Rate or Tax upon Money 
put out at Intereſt, mentioned above. | 

This would ſerve very much to expedite, and help 
forward the making up thoſe vaſt Sums, as muſt ne- 
ceſfarily be raiſed now at this time, and ſo be no 
ſmall advantage to Their Majeſties, and the whole 
kingdom. 

N-ither may it be thought that this Rate will be 
at too high a proportion, for, it is to be minded, 
that thoſe men who have had fo very great advanta- 
ges, by ſuch ways and methods, have hitherto been 
free from all manner of Taxes or Payments, have 
not contributed towards the Publick in any reſped, 
have been at ro Charge, either for Their Majeſties 
Service, or Church, or Poor ; and belides, it is to 
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be hoped there will be no further need, after this 
time, of any ſuch great Taxes to be Levied, and 
therefore there can be no Juſt Cauſe of complaint, 
for them this once to yield their helping Hand with 
others, and to allow fuch a ſmall portion of their 
profits only or Increaſe, that the publick Peace and 
Safety, and Happineſs of Their Majcſttes and their 
Kingdoms, may be preferved and ſecured, 

There may an eaſie and a cheap way be found 
out, to ſccure the due payment of this Rate that is 
Levied upon money gotten by Inſurance, and that 
15 if 1t be ordered, That whoever does get his Ship, 
or Goods, ro be Inſured, do enter every ſuch In- 
ſurance in the Cuſtom-Houſe that belongs to the 
Port from whence ſuch a Ship is ſent out, and the 
ſame be Regiſtred and Recorded there; and that no 
Inſurance be good, or of any value, but what 1s fo 
Enter'd and Recorded ; and that at the ſametimethat 
they thus enter their Iaſrance, that they pay this 
Rate or Tax into the Cuſtom-Houſe, and that the 
Infurer, who does undertake to Inſure, doallow the 
ſame out of his Prexzio, or money which he receives 
for Inſurance, ſo by this means this Tax may be ecaſ1- 
ly collefred, and gathered without any conliderable 
Charge or Trouble, or any poſſible Fraud or 
DJecelt, 

: 0bj, But it may be ſaid, May not this feem a 
hard Caſe, that he who Infures ſhould be Rated tor 
the little benefit he gets by Infurance, witen the ad- 
v2mage 15 ſmall, the - hazard great, fo that ifany one 
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Ship, upon which he Inſures, doth miſcarry, his loſs 
poſtibly will amount to agreater Sum than the pro- 
fit he can make by many Iafurances ? 

nſw, Firſt, There are, however, many Inſurers, 
and they grow very rich by this courſe and practice, 
and therefore the profit they make muſt be very 
conſiderable. | 

2. This may as well be ſaid of all that Merchan- 
diz':, or that Trade at Sea, as well as for thoſe thar 
Inſure, their Advantage 1s but ſmall 11 compariſon 
of their Adventure 5 and oftentimes, when they 
male but ordinary Voyages, as this many ways, 
and upon ſeveral accounts does happen - Their real 
a4vantage is no more, nay, often not clearly fo 
much, as 1s the pro'.t that Infurers commonly have. 
Nay, ſometimes 'tis certain, they come to be cont{;- 
derable loſers, though the Ship doth return in ſafe- 
ty, which thing the Infurercan never complain of, 
yet _ cannot be freed upon ſuch accounts from 
paying Cuſtom, or what Duties ought to be paid. 
No more is it reaſonable that Inſurers ſhould be ex- 
cuſed from this caſte Rate (which is like to be but 
for this time) ſeeing they are in as good, yea, com- 
monly better circumſtances than Merchants ordi- 
narily are. 

2 Ob;. But if the Ship that was Inſured miſcarry, 
and fo the Ihfurer come to great Damage, muſt he, 
having paid this Tax, or allowed the ſame, as was 
above dircCted, loſe it, ſince he is now ſo great a 
loſer other ways ? 
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Anſw. Firlt, This is but the fame meaſure thar 
every Merchant mects with who doth not Inſure, 
ior when he ſets out a V-{icl to Sca, before ſhe car 
bc Diſcharged, he mult pay all:h: Cuſtoms due for 
the Goo:!: he ſends in her, which ſometimes amounts 
to a very conſiderable Sum ; 2nd yet, notwith- 
ſtanding, though this Ship happen to be taken, or 
loſt, fome other way. 1 1s vain for him to expe& 
any thing to be paid him back of thoſe Dues, or 
Cuſtoms, he paid at her ſetting out, to help to 
make up his Lotfes ; and ſurely, it cannot be very 
unreaſonable,it an Inſurer be no better provided for, 
and have no more favour, in like Caſes, than the 
Merchant. 

2. However, to avoid all matters of complaint, 
in this caſe, it may be ordered to be returned to 
him, out of the Cuſtoms, as much as he paid to this 
Tax, for his Inſurance Money, upon this ſaid Ship 
that 1s Joſt. 

Of collefting the Rate upon Bottomre, made 
according to the proportion aboveſud, that 1s to 
iy, Athird part of the Profit : To the end, to avoid 
any ſhiftings, or deceitful praCtices herein, What if 
the Wiſdom of the Parliament be pleaſed to order, 
that every ſuch Bond, upon Adventure or Rottormre, 
mould be Enter'd 1n the Cuftom-Houſe, bolonging 
:2. the Port where ſuch a Ship is put forth, men- 
'+Oning the Sum that was firſt Jent, and aiſo whav 
he Sur is that is tobe paid, tothe-intent, thar the 
wantag? or profit thence ariſing, Wmncs 15 t& ve 
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Rated, may appear, and that a Regiſter be kept of 
the ſame, and that half of the ſaid Rate be paid into 
the ſaid Cuſtom-Houſe; then, when the Bond 1s 
Enter'd, and that noother Bond, upon Adventure, 
than whatis ſo Enterd and Regiltred, and the Rate 
aforeſaid paid, be held to be good, or of any Value- 

Provided, that it the Ship whereon the Adven- 
ture is do miſcarry, and fo ſuch Bonds become 
void, and of no torce, that then this Tax, which 
was paid for the ſame, be out of the Cuitom-Houſe 
yiclded back again to him that paid it. 

But otherwiſe, it the Ship return homen ſafety, 
and fo the Bond becomes due, then, upon the arrival 
of the Ship, the other half of this Tax ihould be paid 
before the Effects or Goods of the Perſon, who 1s In- 
debted by this Bond, be removed out of the Ship, 
or the ſaid Goods to be forfeited, as is order'd in the 
matter of the Cuſtoms, and that the party to whom 
the Bond is made do allow for the fame. | 

T his will certainly be found a good way to ſe- 
cure the due payment of this Tax to Their Majeſtics, 
wichout any Trouble or Charge. 

And beſides, ſuch a courle and method will un- 
doub.edly appear to be of extraordinary uſe upon 
0:er accounts, it there were ſuzh a Regiſter of ai} 
the Bonds that are given upon Adventure, and 4 
tiecord kept in th: Cuftom-Houſe, fo that there 
might be recourſe had to it by all that have occalion ; 
it might, poilibly, fave -many mens lives from 
bing nifcrably, Out as: 'tis thought,) wilfuily Cat 
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away, which miſchief not ſeldom happens, as *tis 
believed, when a conſiderable quantity of money ts 
privily taken up upon Adventure, but never de- 
{iign'd tobe paid, for thole Sums ſo borrow'd, being 
kept cloſe and ſecret, and not at all known, perſons 
cannot eaſily beware, nor eſcape this great danger 
and loſs. 

Surely therefore, thoſe who are to pay this Tax, 
will have no reaſon to complain that 'tis a burden, 
for they will, by this method, be found not to be 
lofers, but very great Gainers hereby, conſidering 
how many very great lofles they ſuitain oftentimes, 
by the abominable Cheats and Abulcs that are too 
commonly uſed, and praGtiſed 1n thoſe caſes, where- 
by the Bond is made Null and Diſcharged, and their 
whole money loſt, whereas by ſuch a Regiſter and 
Record, this may be prevented, and they kept 
ſafe in this reſpc&, which is conſiderable, for if 
not the moſt, yer not a few of their loſſes betide 
them by theſe faiſe and ungodly Dealings ; for 
fuch know well, if the Ship ſhould come fate home, 
*uis likely they muſt be undone, ſo many Bonds 
being againſt them, but if the Ship be loſt or miſ- 
carry, which 1s uſually .of no great value to them, 
in compariſon of the Sums of money they borrowed 

upon its then all their Bonds, by which they be- 
came Indebted, are void, and they are free, and no 
ways liable to pay the fame. 

To conclude all ; by what has been faid it may 
evidently appcar, That ſuch a Rate or Tax, —_ 
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the profit that is made by Money, according to the 
manner and proportion above-mentioned, may 
eakily be contrived, and without much trouble or 
charge Collected. 

And if it ſhall pleaſe the Wiſdom of the Parlia- 
ment, to ordcr and enact ſome ſuch way and me» 
thod, it can by no means be : fuſtly look'd upon as 
hard or unreaſonable, when hereby, thoſe will ve 
brought in to yield their help and aſſiſtance, who 
are be{t able fo to do; and therefore, ought not to 
be wholly excuſed as they have been hitherto, be- 
ing the moſt Thriving Perſons, and Money'd-men, 
Nor will this Tax touch the Bulk of their Eſtates, 
or in the leaſt diminiſh their Stocks, but it re- 
quires only ſome ſmall portion of their gettings, 
or increaſe and profit they make by their Money. 

And yet, by the blefling of God, this courſe is 
likely to prove of very extraordinary Benefit to 
Their Majeſtics, and tothe whole Kingdom, by the 
Expediting, and more eafie Raiſing ſome parts of 
thole great Sums, now neceſſarily required, to Sup- 
ply Their Majeſties preſent Occaſions 3 and it will 
be very conſiderable for the advancing the Value of 
Lands, by taking off ſo great a part of the Burden 
of the Rates, which being caſt almoſt wholly upon 
Lands hitherto, does extreamly leflen, and bring 
down the price of them. It is not eafte to ſay how 
zreat a Sum ſuch a Rate, when duly Levied, may 
amount to, and how near it will come in proper- 
tiontoa Land Tax, 
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